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And welcome to Friday Edition for June the fifth 2020. I don't have a guest this week. just didn't get one
arrange, lots of things going on. But what we did we attended by telephone the Hoopa Valley Tribal
Council meeting, we had an item on the agenda, was number six I believe or something like that.
As I waited online and listen to the discussions, Executive Session and Continuing Business, the last
few items on Continuing Business took a little while. Talk about the about the General Welfare Fund
and the form that needed to be filled out. In a previous Council decision, it was voted to allocate $1,000
to every adult member of the Hoopa Valley Tribe and $500 to every minor age person of the Hupa
Valley Tribe, and that was to be done. And people were expecting that and wondering, Well, where is
that?
And then the next thing we know, we were told to pick up a application form a General Welfare Form
that had to be filled out. You could only get them at the Mini Mart, Post Office, or the Neighborhood
Facilities. And then eventually it came online and you're able to download it. It asks you questions of
how you were affected by COVID-19. And that these funds were available for the Hoopa Valley Tribe
for expenses incurred due to COVID-19 or lost wages, someone who was affected and that had to be
signed under the penalty of perjury. So that raises some questions some justful concerns and people
were confused.
They thought they weren't going to get that thousand dollars, or the impression that the new impression
that we got was only the people who filled out this form is going to get $1,000. Well, that was discussed
at the council meeting last night. Perhaps the Tribal Chairman will talk more about this in his report later
on today or have some more details to it.
But from what I was hearing on the phone, I came to the understanding that the form that is being filled
out is to protect the Hoopa Valley Tribe and Tribal Members from future requests of the Treasury
Department coming back and wanting those monies audited, were these funds allocated for the
purposes that they were received, to address financial costs due to the COVID-19? The Office of Tribal
Attorney explained this is a precautionary measure to have that form filled out, just in case the Treasury
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Department does come back in the future and expect to have a financial report, with documents stating
that this money was spent in accordance to their guidelines, to address the expenses of COVID-19.
And we're told that these these documents these forms are not being sent to the Treasury Department.
They're being held right here in Hoopa Valley and Hoopa Valley Tribal buildings. So it doesn't go
anywhere. It's a form, everybody will still get their funds. There was a question about why $1,000? How
come not $2,000 and how come more people weren't involved. Maybe the Chairman will explain more
about this. But it was my understanding that there will be a meeting of people of interest, those that
were attending. That meeting in person last night. And anyone else, I believe. And there will be more of
a discussion. to talk about.
Or talk about what limits are there, or and how can more money be released? What are the expenses
that the Hoopa Valley Tribe has incurred, all of the food expenses and the cleaning supplies, and all of
the things that we have used in this pandemic situation, have expense costs, and this money is to
reimburse the Hoopa Valley Tribe that as expenses. That's the issue that will be discussed, and they'll
come up with a final decision and then the money will be released. That's my understanding, maybe
that Tribal Chairman can address that further, or your tribal council member could address that further.
But eventually we will have adult members $1,000 minor members $500. That will happen.
A question was raised about those tribal members who have been adopted by non tribal families? And
how will they be addressed and off reservation tribal members? So there's going to be a letter sent out
to everybody. That's my understanding, explaining this whole process. So I hope that resolves the
confusion. As people were, some people were thinking that we were going to be given $1,000. Now
they're pulling it back, and they're only going to give some people $1,000. Not everyone is going to get
that thousand dollars. Everyone's going to get the $500 depending on depending on age $1,000, $500,
that will be done. The question is when? Soon is all I can say. The Tribal Chairman, your Tribal Council
Representative can probably give you a more definitive answer to that.
There was a long council meeting, I thought I was going to get in and get out but I was on that phone
until about nine o'clock. I'll come back and tell you the rest of my story. Thanks for listening
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